Collocherides bleptusn. sp. is associated with a brittle star, Macrophiothrix sp., at Nosy Bé, in northwestern Madagascar. The new copepod differs from its two congeners by its larger size and by having leg 5 in the female with an elongate distal segment bearing only two setae. Résumé Collocherides bleptus n. sp. est associée d'une Ophiure, Macrophiothrix sp., à Nosy Bé, au nord-est de Madagascar. Le Copépode nouveau diffère de ses deux congénères par sa taille plus grande et par la cinquième patte de la femelle ayant un deuxième segment allongé portant deux soies seulement.
Introduction
Taxonomic part Siphonostomatoida Thorell, 1859 Asterocheridae Giesbrecht, 1895 Collocherides Stock, 1971 Collocherides bleptus n. sp. (Figs, Type material. -520 specimens from 20 ophiuroids, Macro- Female. -Body (Fig. la 16.5, 10, 8, 12, 14, 14, 15, 15, 15, 16, 22, 13, and 27 Segments 2-5 distinctly separated on anterior margin but united on posterior margin. Antenna (Fig. 2a) Oral cone prominent in lateral view (Fig. lb) but relatively short, 104 /xm long (Fig. 2b) . Mandible (Fig. 2c ) with long stylet (65 armed terminally with minute teeth; palp 1-segmented with long seta. Maxillule (Fig. 2d ) with broad outer lobe bearing 3 setae, more slender inner lobe having 2 unequal setae. Maxilla (Fig. 2e ) 2-segmented with slender terminal claw. Maxilliped (Fig. 2f) slender, syncoxa and elongate basis without setae; endopod 3-segmented, each segment with 1 seta; terminal slender claw with blunt recurved tip.
Appendages of cephalosome arranged as in Fig.   2g . Ventral area between maxillipeds and first pair of legs with median protrusion (Fig. 2g, h) . Leg 5 (Fig. Id, 3c Leg 6 represented by 2 small setae on genital area (Fig. lc, d) .
Color of living specimens in transmitted light opaque gray, eye dark red, egg sacs gray.
Male. -Body (Fig. 3d) Rostrum like that of female. Antennule (Fig. 3f) 19-segmented, segment 16 apparently representing fusion of 2 segments seen in female. Last 2 segments incompletely separated. Armature: 1, 2, 0, 2, 1, 1, 0, 2, 5, 1, 1, 1, 1,0, 1,2, 1 + 1 aesthete, 1, and 4. Lengths of segments: 18 (26 /im along anterior side), 19 (comprising segments 2-5), 5, 7, 17, 9, 9, 14, 21, 21, 20, 19, 29, 65, 10 , and 25 /xm. Antenna as in female.
Oral cone, mandible, maxillule, maxilla, maxilliped, and legs 1-4 like those of female.
Leg 5 (Fig. 3g) Leg 6 (Fig. 3h, i) Unfortunately, the specimens of the host ophiuroid on which C. bleptus was found, although preserved for identification at the time of collection, have, with the passage of a quarter of a century, been lost. However, based on field notes made when the brittle stars were collected, the host has been determined to be Macrophiothrix sp.
